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September 17,2009 

Q> VIA FEDEi^EXPi^SS AND U.S. MAIL *vi S rn 

" Thomasenia P. Duncan g o ^ S > S 
^ General Counsel g"*' « S ^ g 

Federal Election Commission cSr-< 
^ 999 E. Street, NW fi} = g n o 
P Washington. D.C. 20463 > ^ 5 

Re: MUR 6211 ^ " 

Dear Ms. Duncan: 

This letter shall serve as the official response of Hairsnik Association, Inc. 
("Hairenik") to the complaint filed with the Federal Electton Commlsston designated as 
MUR 6211. This complaint was received by Hairenik on September 7.2009. 

Newspaper commentaries and opinions are not prohibited "expend/hires" under the Act 

Despite the Complaint's baseless and iH-founded allegations, Hairenik has not 
violated the Federal Election Cempaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act.") Hairenik 
publlahea the Amnenian Weekly, which is a regularly pubUshed newspaper covering 
numerous Issues of interest to the Amnenian and Amnenlan-American Community. 
(Attached Dedaration of Annan Khachatourian. para. 3.) It published an opinton 
column in which the writer encouraged readers to learn more about a Congresstonal 
candtoate and to contribute to his candUacy by visiting a separate website. 

As e newspaper's publteation of an opinion column, thla apeech ia cleariy 
protected by the First Amendment. Furthemnore, the Act does not prohibit this speech. 
The Act explicitiy states that the "term expenditure does not include - (1) any news 
story, commentery, or editoriai distributsd through the facilities of any newspaper, 
magazine, or ottier periodical publication, untoss such facilities are owned or controlled 
by any political party, political oommlttBe, or candtoate.' 2 U.S.C. § 431(9)(B)(0, 
emphasis added. 
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Ha/ren/k's pubiicatlon is not an expenditure under the Act 

The publication at issue here falls squarely within this provision. As the complaint 
Ol! indteates. the column at Issue was published as an "Opinton" column. Accordingly, it is 

a commentary or editorial under the Acf s terms. Furthemnore, Amnenian Weekly is a 
newspaper that is published weekly. Botti a print edition and web edition are published 

^ and distributsd to subscribers. (Khachatourian Ded., para. 3.) 
rj 
^ Finally, neither Armenian Weekly nor Hairenik. its parent company, are owned by 
^ any political party, political committee or candtoate. (Khachatourian Decl.. para. 4.) 
O Hairenik is a Massachusetts registered nonprofit corporation. (Khachatourian Ded., 

para. 5, and Exhibit A to Khachatourian Decl.) White the Amnenian National Committee 
of America ("ANCA") sent an email with the same or simitor oontsnt to the opinton 
column published In tiie newspaper, ttie ANCA does not own or conttol either Amnenian 
Weekly or Hairenik. (Khachatourian Decl.. para. 6.) 

77ie communications dire^ed potentiai donors to a separate entity which accepted the 
donatbns and provided the required disdosures 

The column induded a electronic link to a separate website nin by a separate 
entity. ActBlue. (Attached Dedaration of Aram Hamparian, para. 3.) That website 
induded all of the necessary diactosures rsquired under the Act. (Hamparian Ded.. 
para. 3.) A true and conect copy of ttie ActBlue disdosure page that ttie 
communteations referenced is attached hereto as Exhibit A to the Hamparian 
Dedaration. 

For the above reasons, netther Hairenik nor Amnenian Weekly vtolated the Ad. 
Thus, the Commlsston shouM dismiss the complaint 

Please contact me wtth any questions or oonoems. Thank you. 
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Very truly yours, 

BURKE. WILLIAMS & SORENSEN. LLP 
0 
0 
HI 

Z SARAH P. GORMAN 
^ SPG:da 

Q cc: Armen Khachatourian 
M Armen Martin. Esq. 
HI Julto Hayward Biggs. Esq. 
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WATERTOWN, MA 02472 USA 

OIRECrOR HOVSEPAVAMAN 1S721TEAICWOOOCHV 
OERMANTOVVN, MO 2n74 USA 

NONE 

OIRECTOR HRADiaARONIAN 8 STRAWaERRy HILL COURT 
MONTVALE. NJ 07678 USA 

NONE 

DIRECTOR AraKILUAN 2817 CHESTER DRIVE 
OLENVIEW.IL 60028 UBA 

NONE 

Consent 

Partnerahip 

ManuflBdurar 

ReaidentAgent 

Confidential Data 

ror Kront 

Doea Not Require Annual Report 

MergerAlkNved 

Note: Thera la additional Information located in the cardflle that Is not svaHable on the ayslsm. 

Select s type of filing flrom below to view thla bualneea enttty flilnge: 
ALL FILINGS 
Annual Report 
AppHcatfon For Revival 
Aitlclea of Amendment 
Artidea of Conaolidatlon - Foreign and Domaallc ^ 

[ VtowFHInga ][ NewSesrch J 

Comments 

02001 • 2008 CommonwooWh 
AB RiBMi Rooonfod 

ts 
UBta 
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Act t ic a L11 o 11 

Contribute now to Citizens for iCriicorian 

O 
HI 

CO 
tM 

0 

I would Hha 10 eonlrSNito: 
0825.00 O $50.00 O $100.00 O $250.00 

O $500.00 O $1,000.00 O $2d400.00 • $ 1.00 
I would Bha to make thto contribution! 

9i Onoe. O Each month, tor tha next 

Payment Infomnation 
^ly^^^ We accept Viae, litealsrcawi, American Exprsss. and Dtacover. 

Stored your Irtfomiation with ActBlue Expross? f 

Credit Card Number 

Hoiiia Addieae 

United 
Country 

Bipiranon 
2009 

Ennail 

I Pieese e-maii me occasional 
updsias about AdBlue. (See 
our privacy policy.) 

Employment Information 
Campaign finance iaw raquires us to coltod and report your occupatton and employer. In some 
ihto kitoinHrtlon we wll iM forced to rahind your eoniribuflon. Ptoaae do nd leave blank or 

i,«Hhout 

tf not employed, ptoase enter "nd empioyed". Complete even if seN̂  If nd employed. 
If seH omptoyod. ptosae enter "Beir. 

Contribution Eligibility 

o I confliia that ttw fOflowbig atsfenisnta are true and 
1. lane ori 2. TWiconBfciSDnliniirie torn ny own todo. Mid tandoiwn^ 

pwpoM ol neHRB 84o oonMbuBon. 
3. lannioieiBlWiconttauaonioMiiiyoiwpiiionolcrodBcrt 
4. 1 Ml nolo Moral oonMDi. 
8 lamaloeoloiBMoonyonnold. 

http8://iwcure.acdilue.conî ooatribuie/|page/dtizensforim 9/16/2009 
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Why Tip ActBlue? 
AdBlue does nd malte a pron Off d your contribution, weta a pdWcd non-profit whose mbslon to to hslp 

Ŵ  depend on your support to oonfinua our work, to hellp more oampaigns, and to iinprove our aen^a. Please 
toaveusatip. 

tS'l^tip O$0.05(5%tip) O$0.10(10%tip) OOlhan$ 

I ConBnue-elmodflntahed 1 

*^ (?onMlbultor»arendiBx-dlBdJCtibtotortodM 
O 
<H MMtawimjiilrBeiiBtoiiBaourOeareflbrmtocoM 

employer tor MMilualBwtnaeoonM)^^ 
CO 
ri 
"ST 
'q* 
0 

PaM fOr by AdBlue (www.aGtbiue.com) and nd authorized by arqr candtoate or canddate'B commKlao. 
Contributions to ActBlue are nd tax dadudbto. 

hltp6://tocure.actbluejoom/oonlribuiê âge/dtizeî  9/16/2009 
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BOnONOOII, LLP 
AflMHtnATUW 

L H A M I U B 

PROOF OF SERVICE BY OVERNIGHT DELIVERY 

I am a dtizen of die United States and employed in Los Angdes County, California. I am 

over the age of eighteen years and not a party to the within-entitled action. My business address 

is 444 South Flower Street, Suite 2400, Los Angeles, Califomia 90071-2953. On September 17, 

2009,1 deposited with Federal Express, a true and correct copy of the within documents: 

HAIRENEK ASSOCIATION INC.*S ANSWER TO COMPLAINT 
MUR #6211 

in a sealed envelope, addressed as follows: 

Thomasenia P. Dimcan 
General Counsel 
Federal Election Commisaon 
999 E. Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Following ordinaiy liusiness practices, the envdope was sealed and placed for collection 

by Federal Express on this date, and would, in the ordinary course of business, be retrieved by 

Federal Express for overnight deliveiy on this date. 

I declare that I am employed in the oflice of a member of the bar of this court at whose 

direction the service was made. 

Executed on September 17,2009, at Los Angeles, Califomia. 

Uf4818-7877-7348vl 
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^ APPHeaa; 444 Bm. naewv Street, 8«lC» 2400 

2 Angelas, CA 90071 TCLEPHONS. OPi'mE^ 213y 2.16-2709 

PAX # 213 y 236-2700 

The al9av»4iainsd IndlVMusi sMaM- fiim la herein dsslgnanKl as my 
eoimssl and ia suthorfaBod lo reoshroanynoOfloatlone and other oomimintosUona 
from the Oommlealon end to aol on iny behalf liefore the Oommfsslon. 
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WBSPONDBNTIOMeMT ĝaselsa Veŝ kly/BairsidlE Aseoclatlon, Ino. 
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